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Amendments to the Claims: 



1 



OS 



1 . (Currently amended) Amethod^of securing tissue against movement relative toca^ 
^ O _ .. 

pofftonofaboS^ method comprising the steps of positioning CggSnEiL 

m6mEg fr formed of bone in the portion of the bone in, the patient's body, an^onnecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured, said step of positi oning the 
retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body includes utilizing 
the retainer member formed of bone to form^ an openiiig )in the portion of the bone in the patient's ^ 
bod y, wherein the portion of the bone in the patient's body i$(a^tboi^)and the tissue to be 
secured is |^cot^ the patient's body, said steps of positioning a retainer m ember formed 
of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting the r etainer member 
formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the retainer member 
through the first bone into the secondjbone to prevent relati ve movement between the first and 
second bones . 

2. -4. (Cancelled) 



5. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of utilizing the retainer 
member to form ^operdng in the portion of the bone in the patient's body includes moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member through ^compact outerTaye r^of the porti on of the bone 
into the patient's body into cancellous bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

6. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the 
retainer member formed of bone into the tissue to be secured and transmitting force between an 
outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to be secured. 



7. (Original) A. method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said steps of positioning a 
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retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured include moving a portion of the 
retainer member through the portion of the bone in the patient's body into the tissue to be 
secured. 

8. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said steps of positioning a 
retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured include moving a portion of the 
\ retainer member through a first portion of the bone in the patient's body into a second portion of 
the bone in the patient's body. ^ 




9. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the bone in the patient's body is 
divided into a first portion and a second portion by a fracture and the tissue to be secured is the 
second portion of the bone, said steps of positioning a retainer member form ed of bone in the 
portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with 
the tissue to be secured include m oving a portion of the retainer member through the first portion 
of the bone into the second portion of the bone. 



10. (Cancelled) 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 40 1 further including the ^ 
step of breaking the retainer member formed of bone to enable relati ve movement to occur £> 
between the first and second bones. 



12. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of positioning the 
retainer member formed of bone in the patient's body includes moving the retainer member 
formed of bone through a compact outer layer of bone into cancellous bone, said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes 
transmitting force between the tissue to be secured and the retainer memberQirough a suture. 
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13.-15, (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step positioning the retainer 
member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body includes moving a 
leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the 

\ patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the bone disposed in the patient's 
body. 

17. -21. (Cancelled) 




22. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of positioning 
the retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body includes 
movin g a thin elongated mem ketipto the portion of the bone in the patient's body, sai d step of 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in the portion of the bone i n the 

patient's body includes ^^ngJi^^gg 1 ^ a£4fae^£taineiime^ of bone into the ^ ^? 

portion of the bone in the patient's body with th e thin elongated member , ~\ 

23. -25. (Cancelled) ' ^ ' 

26. (Currently amended) A method of securing tissue against movement relative to a 
portion of a bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of positioningfOiESerr 
*^B5^EcJof^in the portion of the bone in the patient's body, and connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured, said steps of positioning a retainer 
member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured include moving the retainer 
member formed of bone through the tissue to be secured and into the portion of the bone in the 
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patient's body with a first end portion of the retainer member formed of bone leading and a 
second end portion of the retainer member formed of bone trailing, and interrupting movement of 
the retainer member formed of bone relative to the portion of the bone in the patient's body and 
to the tissue to be secured with the first end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
disposed in engagement with the portion of the bone in the patient's body and with the second 
end portion of the retainer member formed of bone disposed in engagement with the tissue to be 
secure d- wherein the portion of the bone in the patient's bodv is a first bone and the tissue to be 
secured is a second bone in the patient's body, said steps of po sitioning a retainer member formed 
of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's bodv and connecti ng the retainer member 
formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the r etainer member 
through the first bone into the second bone to prevent relative movement between the first and 
second bones. 



7 



27. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 26 wherein sai d step of positioning a 
retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body includes utilizing 
the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in a compact outer layer of the porti on of 
the bone in the patient's body. 



28. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 26 wherein said step of position 
a retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the pati^t^.body'includes 
enclosing the retainer member formed of bone witiij^eve^plying force against a trailing end 
portion of the retainer member fonned^Cbone, and moving a leading end portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone mto-tKe portion of the bone in the patient's body under the influence of 
force apphed-ag^inst the trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone while the 
retainer member formed of bone is enclosed by the sleeve. _ . — — - 




29. (Original) A method as set forthf in claim 28 further including the step of interrupting 
movement of the leading end portion of th4retain§i>ntt^be^ formed of bone into the portion of 
the bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
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bone has moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the boi^isposedTnthe patient's 
body. 



30.-45^(Ganceiled) 




46. (Original) A method of securing a first bone in a patient's body against movement 
relative to a second bone in the patients body, said method comprising the steps of moving a 
retainer member into the first and second bones, retaining the first and second bones against 
movement relative to each other with the retainer member, and, thereafter, breaking the retainer ^ 
member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each other. ^ ^q^$\ • 

47. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the retainer member is formed 
of bone, said step of moving the retainer member into the first and second bones includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to at least partially form an opening in at least one 
of the bones. 



48. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of breaking the 
retainer member tojrelraise the first and second bones for movement relative to each other 
includes bendingfe joint/between the first and second bones. 



? 




49. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes utilizing the retainer member to form an 
opening extending through the first bone and to form an opening extending into the second bone. 

50. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving the retainer member through connective 
tissue disposed between the first and second bones. 

5 1 . (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein an end portion of the first bone 
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is disposed adjacent to an end portion of the second bone, said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving a portion of the retainer member 
through the end portion of the first bone into the end portion of the second bone. 



52.-61. (Cancelled) 

\ 62. (Currently amended) A method of securing tissue against movement relative to a 

portion of a bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of positioning a retainer 
member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body, and connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with tissue to be secured, said step of positioning the retainer 
member formed of bone in the porti on of the bone in the patient body includes m oving a leading 
end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's 
body, determining an extent of movement of the leading end portion of the retainer member 
formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's body, and interrupting said step of 
moving the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the 
bone in the patient's body upon determining that the extent of movement of the leading end 
portion of the retainer member formed of bone corresponds to a predetermin ed extent of 
wn^mpn t , wherein the portion of the bone in the patient's body is a first bone and the tissueto 
he secured is a second bone in the patient's bod v. said stens of positioning a retainer member 
formed of bone in the portion of t h e hone in the patient's body and connecting the retainer 
member formed of hone with the tissue to be se cured includes moving a portion of the retainer 
member through the first bone into the second hone to prevent relative movement between the 
first and second bones. 

63. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said step of moving a leading 
end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's 
body includes utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in the compact 
outer layer of the portion of the bone in the patient's body. 



7 

Received fTom < 305416 4489 > at 10130/03 9:41:24 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 



»10-f30/30»3 09:38 305-416-4489 FKGGBB MIAMI PAGE 09/27 



Applicant: P. Bonutti 
Application No.: 10/007,360 
Examiner: E. Robert 

64. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 63 further including the step of removing a 
hard surface area from a location on the compact outer layer of the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body, sai d step of utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening 
includes transmitting force from the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
to the portion of the bone in the patient's body at the location where the hard surface area on the 
compact outer layer was removed. 

^ 65. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said step of connecting the 

(V\ retainer member formed of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the 
\J retainer member formed of bone through the tissue to be secured and transmitting force between 
an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to be secured 
after performing said step of moving a portion of the retainer member formed of bone through 
the tissue to be secured. 

66. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said steps of positioning a 
retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of 
th e retainer member through the portion of the bone in the patient's body into the tissue to be 
secured. 

67. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said steps of positioning a 
retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the patient's body and connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of 
the retainer member through the portion of the bone in the patients body into a second portion of 
the bone in the patient's body. 

68. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said step of connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes transmitting force 
between the tissue to be secured and the retainer member flmwgha^ttge — ^7 

o 
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69. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said st^fmoymg.m^ 
leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bonejxrtg^ in the 

patient's body includes enclosing the retai^^^ of bone with a sleeve, and applying 

force against a trailing M^ortiBnofsaid retainer member fonned of bone to move the leading 
end pordoj^i^^retainer member fonned of bone into a compact outer layer of the portion of 
i the patient's body. 




74. (Original) A method of immobilizing a joint between first and second bone in a 
patient's body, said method comprising the steps of moving a retainer member formed of bone 
through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone, and holding the first and second 
bones against movement relative to each other with the retainer member formed of bone. 



75. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 wherein said step of moving a retainer 
member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in the second bone as the 
retainer member formed of bone moves into the second bone. 



76. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of releasing 
the first and second bones for movement relative to each other by breaking the retaincr member 
formed of bone. 



11. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of positioning 
tissue at the joint between the first and second bones prior to performing said step of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone. 



78. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of detennimng 



9 

Received from < 305 416 4489 > at 10130103 9:41:24 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 



<» '18^30/3063 09:38 305-416-4489 FKGGBB MIAMI PAGE 11/27 



to 



Applicant: P. Bomitti 
Application No.: 10/007,360 
Examiner: E. Robert 

the extent of movement of a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone relative 
to the first bone and interrupting said step of moving the retainer member form ed of bone 
through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone upon determining that the extent of 
movement of the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone corresponds to a 
predetermined extent of movement. 



79. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 74 Anther including the stefij 
inserting the retainer member formed of bone into a tubular member, and positioning^ tubular 
^ member adjacent to the first bone, said step of moving a retainer member forme^of bone through 
a portion of the first bone and into the second bone is at least partially perforated with a portion 
of the retainer member formed of bone disposed in the tubular member., 



80. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 79/^herein said step of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone through a portion of the tWbone and into the second bone 
includes applying force against a trailing end portion ofme retainer member formed of bone 
while the trailing end portion of the retainer membe/formed of bone is enclosed by the tubular 
member. 

8 1 . (Withdrawn) A tnothod'of securing tissuo againat movement relative to a portion 
of a bone in a pattont'o body, said mdthod comprising tho otopo of pooitioning a rotainor member 
fa nn e d of bono in the portion ofm e bono in the pationt'o body, and connocting the rotain e r 
memb e r formed of bono wjththe tissuo to bo oocuro d? said step - of positioning tho retain e r 
member formed of boncrln tho portion of tho bone in the pationt'o body A method as set forth in 
claim 74 wherein said step of moving a retainer member forme d of bone through a portion of the 
first bone and info the second bone includes moving a thin elongated member into the portion of 
the first bon/and into the second bone in the patient's body and moving the retainer member 
formed ofbone along the thin elongated member into the portion of the first bone and into the 
second bone in the patient's body. 
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82. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 81 wherein said step of moving the 
retainer member formed of bone along the thin elongated member into the portionofthe bone in 
the patient's body includes utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to fomyan opening in 
the portion of the first bnne and the second bone in the patient's body. 

83 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 82 whereih said step of positioning 
the retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in th/patient's body includes the 
steps of enclosing the retainer formed of bone with a tubular member disposed adjacent to an 
outer side of the portion of the first bone in the patient" s bod^f and applying force against a 
trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bor 



84. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth,m claim 8 1 wherein said step of connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the ti ssue to be secured includes movin g the retainer 
member formed of bone through the ti ssue. 

85. (Cancelled) 

86. (Withdrawn) A mettiod as set forth in claim 81 further including the step of 
removing a hard surface area from a location on the portion of the bone in the patient's body, said 
step of moving a thin elongated member into the portion of the bone in the patient* s body 
includes moving the thin elongated member into the portion of the bone in the patient's body at 
the location where the hard surface area on the portion of the bone in the patient's body was 
removed, said step ofmoving the retainer member formed of bone along the thin elongated 
member includes movin g a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into 
engagement with the portion of the bone in the patient's body at the location where the hard 
surface area/em the portion of the bone in the patient's body was removed. 



il. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 8 1 wherein said step of moving the 
retainer member form ed of bone along the thin elongated member includes utilizing the retainer 
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member formed of bone to form an opening in the portion of the bone in the patient's bodyj 
pushing material forming the portion of the bone in the patient's body aside under the in^ience 
of force transmitted through the retainer member formed of bone. 

88.-100. (Cancelled) 

101. (Withdrawn) A mothod of ooeuring tissue - against movomont relative to a portion 
of a bono in a pationt'o body, said method A method as se t forth in /aim 1 further comprising the 
steps of positioning at least a portion of a retainer member formed of bone in a tubular member, 
and moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed/f bone out of the tubular member 
into the portion of the bone in the patient's bod y, and connecting th e retainer member formed of 
bone with the tissue to be se 



1 02. (Withdrawn) A method as set fortli in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed/of bone out of the tubular member into the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body includes forming an opening in the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body with a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone. 

103. (Withdrawn) [[a]l/A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of 
moving at least a portion of we/etainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member into 
the portion of the bone in mtfpatient's body includes initiating formation of an opening in the 
portion of the bone in the^tient's body. 

104. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 10 1 further including the step of 
removing a hard surface area from a location on the portion of the bone in the patient's body, 
said step of movmg at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of 
the bone in rife patient's body includes transmitting force from an end portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone to the portion of the bone in the patient's body at the location where the 
hard surface area was removed. 
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105. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claitp 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into 
body includes rotating the retainer member formed of bone 
member formed of bone. 
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101 wherein said step of moving at 
the portion of the bone in/me patient's 
about a central axis of the retainer 



clain 



ths 



1 06. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into 
body includes applying an axially directed force against 
pushing material of the portion of the bone in the patient's 
axially directed force without rotating the retainer membei 
the retainer member formed of bone. 



101 wherein said step of moving at 
the portioyof the bone in the patient's 
retainer member formed of bone and 
aside under the influen ce of the 
4rmed bone about a central axis of 




107. (Withdrawn) A method as set fortMi 
least a portion of the retainer member formed ofbone into 
body includes moving at least a portion of the Wone in the 
enclosed by the compact outer layer. f 



clam 



1 08. (Withdrawn) A methodKas set forth in 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
of the bone in the patient's body ajid connecting the retaine r 
tissue to be secured include raorag a portion of the retainer 
portion of the bone in the patent's body into the tissue to 



i claim 



109. (Withdrawn/ A method as set forth in 
least a portion of the retainer member formed ofbone out 
of the bone in the patient's body and connecting the 
tissue to be secural include moving a portion of the retainer 
first portion ofine bone in the patient's body. 



: retait er 



1 10/(Withdrawn) A method as set forth in 
patient's/body is divided into a first portion and a seco: 



101 wherein said step of moving at 
the portion of the bone in the patients 
patient's body into cancellous bone 



101 wherein said steps of moving at 
out |of the tubular member into the portion 
member formed ofbone with the 
member formed ofbone through the 
be secured. 



101 wherein said steps of moving at 
of the tubular member into the portion 
member formed ofbone with the 
member formed ofbone through a 



clHim 101 wherein the bone in the 
»nd [portion by a fracture and the tissue to 
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be secured is the second portion of the bone, said steps of moving at least a portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone out of the tubular member into the portion of the bone in the patijzfrt's 
body and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured'include 
moving a portion of the retainer member through the first portion of the bone intone second 
portion of the bone. 

111. (Cancelled) 

112. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 44+ 10^ further including the step of 
breaking the retainer member formed of bone to enable relative j^ovement to occur between the 
first and second bones. 

113. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to/be secured includes transmitting force 
between the tissue to be secured and the retainer member through a suture. 

114. -115 . (Cancelled) 

116. (Withdrawn) A method a/set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member into the portion 
of the bone in the patient' s body includes moving a leading end portion of the retainer member 
formed of bone in to the portion Ji the retainer member formed of bone in to the portion of the 
bone in the patient's body and/mterrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone 
into the portion of the bone/m the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone^hs has moved a predetermined di stance into the portion of the bone 
disposed in the patien/s body. 

1 1 7. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion Ji the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member into the portion 
of the bone ifi the patient's body includes moving a thin elongated member into the portion of the 
bone in the patient's body and guiding movement of the retainer member formed of bone in to 
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1 1 8. (Withdrawn) A method as set fort in claiinljW^wherein said step of connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to>tfsecured includes moving the tubular 
member into the tissue to be secured, and applvjfl|1force to the tubular member to tension the 
tissue to be secured, said step of moving^deast a portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
into the portion of the bone in thc^ent's body is performed while continuing to tension the 
tissue to be secured. 

^ 119. (Wjjharawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 1 8 further including the step of 

disengagmglhe tubular member from the tissue to be secured and the retainer member formed of 
bonder performing said step of moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of 
one into the portion of the bone in the patient's body. 

120. (Currently amended) A method of securing tissue against movement relative to a 
portion of a bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of m oving a retainer 
member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's body under the influence of 
force applied against a trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone, said step of 
moving the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's body 
under the influence of force applied against the trailing end portion of the retainer member 
formed of bone includes initiating formation of an opening in the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body by transmitting force from a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone to the portion of the bone in the patient's body and enlarging the opening by continuing to 
transmit force from the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone to the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body, and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the 
tissue to be «™ir« H wherein the portion of the bone i n th e natient's borlv is a first bone and the 
H^ne to be secured is a second bone in the patie n t's hndv. said steps of positioning a retainer 
msmher formed of hone in the portion of the b o ne in the patient's body and connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the 
retainer member through the first bone into th e second hone to prevent relative movement 
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between the first and se cond bones. 



121. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 120 further including the 
step of removing a hard surface area from a location on the portion of the bone in the patient's 
body, said step of initiating formation of an opening in the portion of the bone in the patient's 
body includes transmitting force from the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone to the portion of the bone in the patient's body at the location where the hard surface area 
was removed. 

1 22. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 20 wherein said step of 
moving the retainer member formed of bone in to the portion of the bone in the patient's body 
includes moving at least a portion of the retainer member through a compact outer layer of the 
portion of the bone into cancellous bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

1 23. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 120 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a 

n .1 A „-_ 1 r^+^^A ^u^a iwtrt i-Via f^oonr* tr* Via c^nirpH nnrl transmitting 

portion OI U1C rcittUftCi iiu^iiiltoa iwiuigu va wjw w .w ~ 

force be tween an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to 
be secured. 

1 24. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 20 further including the 
step of interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone in to the portion of the 
bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
has moved a predetermined distance *h4o into the portion of the bone disposed in the patient's 
body. 

125. (Currently amended) A method of securing tissue agamstnifiyement relative to a 
portion of a bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of moving a retainer 
member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's body, and connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured, said step of moving a retainer 
member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's body includes deflecting 
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material of the portion of the bone disposed in the patient's body underlie influence of force 
transmitted through the retainer member formed of bone without rotating the retainer member 
formed of bone relative to the portion of the bone in the patient's body and interrupting 
movement of the retainer member formed of bone relative to the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body with the retainer member formed of bone disposed in engagement with the portion 
of the bone in the patient's hnH y, wherein the portion of the bone in the patient's body is a.first 
bone and the tissue to be secured is a secon d bone in the patient's body, said steps of positioning 
a retainer member formed of bone in the portio n nf the bone in the patient's body and connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving a portionof 
the retainer member through the first bone into the seco n d b one to prevent rel ative movement 
between the first and second bones . 

126. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 125 wherein said step of 
moving a retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the patient's body 
includes utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to initiate formation of an opening in a 
compact outer layer offee portion of the bone in the natient's body. 



1 27. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 25 wherein said step of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in ^patim^dy^rleMt^artAlly 
includes enclosing the retainer member formed lofbonejwm-alub^ member, and moving a 
leading end portion of the retainerinejnberlobiied of bone into the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body underti^nfWenceof force applied against a trailing end portion of the retainer 
membra^imetfofbone while the retainer member formed of bone is at least partially enclosed 
5vthe tubular member. — ■ — — — 



128. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 125 further including the 
step of interrupting movement of the retainer m ember formed of bone into the portion of the 
bone in the patient's body when a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone has 
moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the bone in the patient's body. 
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129. (Currently amended) A method of securing tissue against movement relative to a 
portion of a bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of initiating formation of 
an opening in the portion of the bone in the patient's body by applying force against the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body with an end of a retainer member formed of bone, moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the portion of 
the bone in the patient's body by the retainer member formed of bone, and connecting the 
retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured jwherein the portion of the bone in 
the patient's hodv is a first bone and the tissue to be sec ured is a second bone in the patient's 
body, said steps of positioning a retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the bone in the 
patient's bodv and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured 
includes moving a portion of the retainer member t hrough the first bone into the second bone to 
prevent relative movement betwee n the first and second bones.. 

130. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 29 further including the 
step of removi ng a hard surface area from a location on the portion of the bone in the patient's 
v~4,r **;a et™ «f initiating formation of an ooenins in the portion of the bone in the patient's 
body includes transmitting force from the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the 
portion of the bone in the patient's body at the location where the hard surface area was removed. 



131. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 130 wherein said step of 

transmitting force from the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the portion of the bone * ^ 

in the patient's body inclu des rotating the retainer memb er formed of bone about a central axis of 
the retainer member formed of bone. 

1 32. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 130 wherein said step of 
transmitting force from the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the portion of the bone 
in the patient's body includes pushing material of the portion of the bone in the patient's body 
aside under the influence of force transmitted from the retainer member formed of bone. 

133. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 29 wherein said $tep of 
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moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in 
the patient's body is performed without rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a 
longitudinal central axis of the retainer member formed of bone. 

134. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a 
portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the tissue to be secured and transmitting 
force between an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to 
be secured. 

135. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the 
portion of the bone in the patienfs body by the retainer member formed of bone includes moving 
a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the bone disposed in the patienfs 
body. 

136. -137. (Cancelled) 

138. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 29 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured is performed after 
performance of said step of initiating formation of an opening in the porti on of the bone in the 
patient's body. 
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